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There’s a feeling of worry and uncertainty hanging over the world right now. The global 

coronavirus pandemic has upended life as we knew it. Hundreds of thousands of lives have been 

lost. Millions are without work. We’ve been stuck inside for months, unable to hug or kiss friends 

and family or relish in the simplest pleasures. And yet again, a wave of police violence has sent 

people to the streets to demand justice and fight for Black lives. The government’s response has 

wavered from denial to incompetence to menacing. People are angry, exhausted, afraid—and more 

divided than ever.  

 

As John Legend sees it, the world could use a reminder of the power of love and his seventh 

studio album, Bigger Love (Columbia Records), is just that.  

 

“During these painful times, some of us may wonder if it’s ok to laugh or dance or be romantic,” 

Legend says.  “Lately, the images of black people in the media have been showing us with knees 

on our necks, in mourning, or expressing our collective outrage.  We feel all those emotions.  But 

It’s important for us to continue to show the world the fullness of what it is to be black and human. 

Through our art, we are able to do that. This album is a celebration of love, joy, sensuality, hope, 

and resilience, the things that make our culture so beautiful and influential.” 

 

Since his arrival in 2004, the singer-songwriter/producer/philanthropist has pondered the different 

sides of love. From “Ordinary People” and “Stay With You” to “All of Me” and “Love Me Now,” 

Legend has created some of the greatest love songs of our time with his keen mix of soul, pop and 

hip-hop sensibilities. His music has soundtracked our lives and he wanted to counteract the 

darkness, grief and anxiety weighing heavily on us right now with “a musical hug.”  

 

“You never know what you're going to release an album to, because of all of the work you’re doing 

in 18 months leading up to it,” Legend says. “This time, it's a pandemic. I know music is only a 

small part of people's lives—it's not everything in their lives, like it is for mine—but I think it can 

help people's mood, help people feel better, feel inspired and think about their relationships and 

their loved ones in a different way. If I could have made any album that would come out during 

this time, this would have been it.” 

 



Bigger Love is classic John Legend: Soulful, joyful, loving, hopeful and tender. 

 

Love as a public virtue is the core of what Legend is about. It informs his music and his business 

choices, the way he and his wife Chrissy live and raise their kids Luna and Miles, and it’s at the 

center of his activism and philanthropy. Legend is exceptionally talented and beloved globally, yes, 

but he’s also socially conscious and politically engaged in ways that have extended his influence. It’s 

why we love him and have found such comfort in his voice for as long as we have.  

Thinking about the idea of love as a unifier has been on Legend’s mind for years. When the Ohio 

native delivered the 2014 commencement address at his alma mater, the University of 

Pennsylvania, he told the graduates that “the key to success, the key to happiness, is opening your 

mind and your heart to love.”  

 

Bigger Love is about bringing light and love at a time when things are bleak. A euphoric, upbeat 

energy is at the center of the music Legend spent the last year and a half recording. On “Ohh Laa,” 

the album’s swoony, retro-dipped opener, Legend sings of the anticipation of returning to his lover 

after a long day and follows it with the hard-knocking banger “Actions,” which is built around the 

David McCallum sample Dr. Dre famously used for his monster smash “The Next Episode.”  

 

“Doing ‘Ooh Laa’ and ‘Actions’ with Oak [Felder] was the moment where I went, ‘Okay, now I 

feel like this album is going to be crazy,’” the 41-year-old says. “You reach that point with every 

album where you feel like you’ve got it and doing those two tracks was when it felt like we were on 

to something.”  
 

The 16-track album is a heady mix of jubilant pop-soul ("Bigger Love,” “Don’t Walk Away,” 

“Wild”), lush grown and sexy R&B (“I Do,” “Always,” “Favorite Place”), hypnotic grooves (“U 

Move, I Move,” “Remember Us”) and the powerful ballads that are the cornerstone of his work 

(“Conversations in the Dark,” “Never Break”).  

 

 

“Sometimes I run into people who think I only do ballads,” Legend says. “If you ever listen to my 

actual albums, you know that there's quite a diversity and a range of moods and expressions on 

them but since my biggest songs have been ballads, understandably you're like, ‘John's the ballad 

guy.’ People stereotype me as being only that kind of artist, but I think this may actually be the 

most danceable album that I've done.” 

 

Executive produced by soul savant Raphael Saadiq, Bigger Love features collaborations with Jhene 

Aiko, Koffee, Rapsody and Gary Clark Jr. And there’s co-writing and production work from 

Anderson .Paak, Tayla Parx, Charlie Puth, Ryan Tedder, Teddy Geiger, DJ Camper, Ricky Reed, 

Julia Michaels, Digi, Cautious Clay, Di Genius and more.  

 

“Raphael worked with me to finish all the tracks and get them where they needed to be,” Legend 

says of working with Saadiq, who also helmed 2018’s A Legendary Christmas. “He helps me by 

honing the sound for everything, and doing additional work on the track if we don't think the 

original producer did everything we need for it.” 

 

We first met John Roger Stephens 16 or so years ago when he was singing the hooks for Kanye 

West, then a rising rapper with major buzz and an opening tour slot for Usher. A native of 



Springfield, Ohio, he was born into music from the start. His factory working father was a 

drummer, his mom sang and directed the church choir and his grandmother was the church 

organist. Naturally, little John’s first word was “Hallelujah” and by the time he was four, he was 

taking piano lessons and would soon start to write and sing his own music. In undergrad, he sang in 

an a cappella group on campus and earned money with piano gigs at church and as a session 

player—that’s him on the keys on Lauryn Hill’s glorious Miseducation classic “Everything Is 

Everything.”  

 

Legend took off with his sensational 2004 debut Get Lifted, which earned him three Grammys, 

including Best New Artist. His meditations on matters of the heart—romance, love, lust, 

heartbreak, commitment—and all that makes us human has yielded an acclaimed catalog that 

includes Once Again (2006), Evolver (2008), Wake Up! (his 2010 collaboration with the Roots), 

Love in the Future (2013), Darkness and Light (2016), and A Legendary Christmas (2018).  

 

Since the release of 2016’s politically-tinged Darkness and Light, Legend has starred in NBC's 

Jesus Christ Superstar Live in Concert in 2018 and joined the hit competition show The 

Voice. He’s sold millions of records and has won an Emmy, 11 Grammys, an Oscar and a Tony 

which made him the first Black man to achieve EGOT status. 

 

Like Marvin Gaye and Curtis Mayfield, two of his biggest inspirations, Legend is a soul man with a 

conscious. He’s guided by a deep commitment to helping build just, equitable, and thriving 

communities, a passion informed by his formative years being marked by the traumas of addiction 

and the prison system, as Legend watched his mother struggled with both after the sudden death of 

her mother.  

 

His work is more than standing at an awards podium taking a stance—though his 2015 Academy 

Award speech highlighting the fact that are more black men behind bars than in slavery was a 

sobering reminder of what’s at stake and how he uses his platform to push for tangible social 

change. In 2007, he started the Show Me Campaign to give every child access to a quality 

education and address the systemic issues in a criminal justice system that continues to 

disproportionately impact disadvantaged black and brown communities. In 2014 he launched 

LRNG Innovators to promote innovation in education and the following year he started 

#FREEAMERICA, a social campaign focused on ending mass incarceration. And Get Lifted Film 

Co., the production company he co-founded with Mike Jackson and Ty Stiklorius, has combined 

storytelling and social change for projects like Atlanta's Missing And Murdered: The Lost Children 

(HBO), while also elevating multicultural creators.  

 

“What we try to do at Get Lifted is create a platform for great storytellers to get their work out—

stories that may have been overlooked or underrepresented,” Legend says. “We've been able to do 

that in the documentary space, we've been able to do it in making great musical comedy with 

Sherman's Showcase and we did it with Underground. The idea, for us, is showing 

underrepresented voices and doing it with a high taste level, intelligence, and projects that will get 

people talking.” 

 

Releasing a new project at this time means artists are shifting how they promote and engage their 

fans. His Bigger Love Tour was set to kick off in August but has been postponed to 2021. He’s 



already in the groove of filming and shooting from home. “We’re going to move to a space where 

people can shoot things, but still be distant. Even with The Voice, they've been dropping off the 

equipment and having us shoot ourselves. Everything doesn't have to be lo-fi at this point,” he says. 

“I think there will be ways around it.” 

 

One lyric on the optimistic “Always” feels particularly poignant to this moment we’re all feeling in 

self-quarantine. “Why am I stuck inside, while the whole world’s passing me by,” he sings. Granted 

the words were written long before we were all collectively confined to our homes as we try to pass 

the virus, but it nails the heaviness of life on pause. Legend hopes listeners will be able to find 

solace in the music—or at least dance away some of the worries this mess has brought upon us.   

 

“This album is so fun in so many ways. It's not super serious, it's playful, it's sexy. It has moments 

that are serious, but I think people can have a lot of fun and it can provide a nice lift to their days 

and weeks and months while we're dealing with this crazy time,” Legend says. “It sounds trite, but I 

really hope people feel the love that we put into it. Obviously, people have got all kinds of major 

concerns: life and death concerns, unemployment, all these big issues that are affecting them. No 

album is going to solve that for anybody, but it can at least give them a lift, some inspiration and 

hopefully make them appreciate life a little bit more.” 

 

— Gerrick Kennedy 

 

The Bigger Love album cover was created by renowned fine artist Charly Palmer. Born in Fayette, 

Alabama and attended the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and receiving a degree from the 

American Academy of Art. Palmer also works in a variety of media and created the 1996 Olympic 

Poster and the 1998 US Olympic Poster for the Winter Olympics. He has exhibited at the African 

American Museum of Southern New Jersey, Spence Gallery and others throughout the country. 

Palmer was the 2018 recipient of the Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe Illustrator Award. 

 


